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ABSTRACT

“When the last tree has been cut, When the last thas been poisoned,

When the last fish has been caught, Then we willdut that we can’t eat Money.”
— Anonymous proverfi]

The connection between man and nature has alwagts sebjected to philosophical discussion. In theiemt
eras of Vedas, it was supposed that there is cempairpose behind each and every creation of natang all these
creations are somehow inter-reliant on each otloerttieir very existence. Saints used to orate thete should always be
a balance maintained between man and nature far tenjoint existence, survival, growth and develemt. But we
hardly practice what we preach. In our modern wotlte same ideology exists but with different spamat. Stress has
always been on making the mankind understand aalizecthat all other creations of nature is as Vaad crucial as man
and he needs to appreciate their existence as Wwetlause their survival is crucial for the survival mankind in this
planet. [2]
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INTRODUCTION

In the pre-historic and historic time, it was calesed as the&harma of each individual man to protect and
preserve nature and their environment. Their seriesss, love and respect towards nature are vista® we find various
instances where ancient people used to worshipenatud its objects. All the creations of nature iteees, waters, land

and animals were showered with equal importaneg, émd respect. [3]

Due to the terrific economic growth, the world heithessed a gigantic technological advancementrasut of
which mankind became the ultimate conqueror. Inziéed of conquering more and more, mankind hasofteg its very
existence. [4] As a result of which, his actionsdrae so demonic in nature that he did not everedpather Nature. He
became so much engrossed in technological expandienforgot the bitter truth i.e., exhaustion afunal resources will
eventually lead to the very demolition of mankifthus, the originator himself became the destry&pAs an outcome,

new types of crimes has been documented i.e., @r@@ps (crimes against environment and wildlife).
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14 Kaustav Dhar

The present study seeks to find out: - a) to sthdyevolution of legal provisions relating to wifdl protection in
India; b) to critically review the Wildlife (Protéon) Act, 1972 and c) to identify the lacunae/dlean the Act and suggest

possible recommendations thereof.
Global Awareness about Wildlife Protection

Wildlife trade is the leading threat to wildlife ggervation. The rampant poaching, in wildlife atelproducts are
primarily driven by demands in the internationalrkets. One of the most powerful motives for the lekption of
plant and animal species is income production thhotrade, especially in poor countries lacking otheajor
resources. In recent times, people are more an@ momncerned with the environmental degradation tapdo find
out the cause. Some believe that free trade leadsytletion of natural resources and pollutionmfionment. Some
identify poverty as the primary cause of environimgagradation and recognize the need for a nevokegonomic
growth. Dead and living animals are traded for anbar of purposes including food, clothing, ornanserdand
exhibition in zoos, research, medicines and trophW#ith significant profit margins to be made, tliegal trade in
wildlife is flourishing, and even the so-called &gvildlife trade is rife with corruption, and b#att disregard for

both international and national laws.

To check and control these illegal activities, as laws and conventions has been introduced. Tajmrm
conferences held, where various countries becagmatiries realizing the essence and need to coimbatdverse threat

on environment and wildlife.

Stockholm Conferencewas held by United Nations Conference on the huenaitonment in Stockholm from Jun®8 5
to 16" 1972. [6] This conference was reckoned as tis¢ firajor attempt to save the global problems ofenmtion and
regulation of human environment by Internationatefgnent on a Universal level. It states that iitaitiral human tendency to
use his creativity for his advancement and prodras$fie should not cause damage to water, aistfagsets and animals in his
endeavor as it would adversely affect the ecosygeeimciple2 of the conference wadNatural resources like earth, air, water,
land, flora, fauna and especially representativegkes of ecosystems must be safeguarded throughulgalanning”. Principle
4 says“preservation of wildlife must receive importaneeplanning for economic developmer®rinciple 7 focuses orithe
steps that should be taken by the State to preékiendisposal of such substances into sea whicHigivly to cause marine

environment dangerous and also sea lives and viametangerous”[7]

The United Nations Conference on Environment andelzment (UNCED) popularly known &arth Summit
was held in June, 1992 at Rio De Jenerio. The Eamtimmit 1992 produced some important documents wbén be
considered as its remarkable achievement in theeptmn and improvement of environment all over Wald. It also
focuses on forest principles which comprises ohgples to support sustainable management of ®restridwide.
Through this conference, the Precautionary andufollPays Principle has been introduced. One optheiples says
active participation and cooperation of youth awdinger generation is also solicited for ensurirgjrtbetter future by

preserving natural resources. [8]
Historical Evolution of Legislations on Protectionof Wildlife in India

“A good deed done to an animal is as meritoriousaagood deed done to a human being,while an actu#lty to an

animalis a bad as an act of cruelty to a human g&in

— Prophet Mohammé¢@]

Impact Factor (JCC): 5.8487 NAAS Rating 3.17
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At the first glance, we can picturize that histaryd wildlife does not go conjointly. If we ask aaan about
history, they will say history reminds us of badtlevars, soldiers, kings, monuments and so onh®wther hand, wildlife

reflects a picture of National Geographic chanwilere we can see animals wandering in differertspdra forest. [10]

On putting them in a single frame, we can study loeer the years’ different groups of people haverarcted
with wildlife. India has always a rich heritageai¥ilizations, nature and wildlife. Love and respér wildlife and nature
clearly have its reflect in the Indian mythologyhhs been a tradition and custom in ancient dakisye we find nature
and wildlife were worshipped. People of those éias always safeguarded natural habitat like a malbes for her child.

In India, the study of wildlife can be categorizatb two eras. [11]

e Pre-Independence Era

e Post-Independence Era
Wildlife Protection in Pre-Independence Era [12]

In ancient India, animals were always linked with gods and goddesis®Ba being a very religious country, these
instances of linking up animals with gods and gadds facilitated a lot in the conservation of vifédIFor instance, we
have seen Python has been connected with Lord Vjstmake has been linked up with Lord Shiva, swih Goddess
Saraswati and lion with Maa Durga and many moretHss; people’s love and respect for animals impoband they used
to feel animals are very holy and pious. Many amtcéeulptures and monuments also reflect the lovarfimals. We have
also seen the significance of nature and wildlifesarious ancient texts like Vedas, UpanishadsRunéins. The ancient
scriptures direct people to safeguard and defendralahabitat including wildlife. It is assumed ttencient literature and
philosophy is perhaps the source from where thetens emerged. Domestic and wildlife animals hbgen worshiped
by the Hindus. The Yajur Veda, the Bridha Samitg ¥ajnavalkya Smriti and the Vishnu Samhita, sisses on the need
that man should peacefully co-exist with animalsefe were many tales which revolves round theestarf wildlife like
Panchatantra and Buddhist Jataka. Even the sacdéhl literatures Gita, Ramayana and Mahabharathtas to love,
care and respect wildlife and show mercy and syhypi@iwards them. Animal worship was a common phestan those
days. Almost all birds and animals were under #eebolence of a God. We have witnessed severararamimal deities
i.e., half animal and half deity. Tiger has beerrshgped for many years. It symbolizes destroyeamfevil. We see
Goddess Durga riding tiger or lion and heading talsder mission to destroy evil. The elephant issiipped throughout
as God Ganesha as a son of Lord Shiva. [13] Hesign@ol of wisdom. Even today we see how religipasple are

towards cow. The present scenario totally refldzs.

Archeological witnesses and evidences clearly cé&lanimal remains and also states that the comdif
animals slightly changed in theedieval period. The Harappan and Indus Valley civilization alsanessed range of
bones of wildlife which includes jackal, chital, @morned rhino, wild ass and many more. [14] Uniher reign of
Ashoka he believed in the protection of birds aninals and also discouraged hunting. In the Maupemod, Ashoka
was perhaps the first to who passed laws to pretedtpreserve forest and wildlife. He made spdaiat for protection
of wildlife. It is said that Ashoka also set up sararies for the preservation of wild animals. [¥4utilya in his
Arthashashtra also focused on the preservatiorodsts. There were rules set up that the rulers widnected to
safeguard animals and forests. In the other handjhdls were said to be famous for hunting. Duringgkil period,
conservation and protection of wildlife was takemigusly. We witness establishment of gardenst fouchards and

parks within their palace.
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16 Kaustav Dhar

During theBritish Colonial system each and every heritage of India were used ferphrpose of revenue
collection, be it forests, land or wildlife. Theveas exploitation observed all over. lllegal huntipgaching, trade and
trafficking of wild animals became a routine adtjviFrom the British period only India started esipacing green crimes.
Genocide and cleansing of forest was largely wiadsby the country for agricultural purposes. Iraligoresent suffer
major wildlife crisis. With the increase in commiatcinterest, the wildlife is at stake. In intersoand remote areas,
financially deprived people are often caught corinmgt poaching and illegal trade of forest produtdsearn their
livelihood. [16]

Gradually after ages the government realizes tgenay or necessity of natural habitat and wildiiésources.
This leads to the enactment of various laws by @éat well as State Government. After the passageenty-five years
of independence, in 1972 Wildlife Protection Actsienacted to curb crimes against wildlife. [17]

Wildlife Protection in Independent India

Eventually, India has witnessed a rapid declinavitdlife which is a severe anxiety now. Where soamémals and birds
are already extinct, others are in the que. Regioiz®nes which once used to be forest with wigdliive now turned into
concrete forest of buildings. Even various NatioRatks and Sanctuaries are now devoid of wildlifleere are various
laws which have become outmoded. In modern tinfesfitst law which focuses on the protection ofdhfé is Indian

Penal Code,1860 in which Sec. 47 gives the dedimitf animals and Sec 428 says that killing of atiis a punishable
offense. Though certain provisions speak aboutitités of animals in Indian Penal Code, 1860, big statute is not a

specific provision dealing with rights of wildlife.

Successively, in 1987 a new act was enacted fadnilgiting the killing of wild elephants and protewi and
preserving their rights i.e., Elephant Preservatidnt. Contravention of any of the provisions of thct will attract fine,

imprisonment or both. [18]

In 1887, another act was enacted to protect cebiiaits from being killed during their breeding poeti But, the
purpose of this act was restricted to certain $igelcbirds only. The Act did not achieve desirabdsults as a result
another Act was enacted by Britishers i.e., WilddBiand Animals Protection Act, 1912. Any infringamh of the

provisions will lead to penalty.

The Act was amended in the year 1935, and certilitians and alterations were made. As per Secall,

specified area was declared as a sanctuary fog hird animals and killing of such wildlife is stiycforbidden. [19]

Finally, after independence, the Parliament enattedWildlife (Protection) 1972 under Article 25Pthe Indian
Constitution on the request of several Statesamérlegal provisions to safeguard the rights ofiNfé. The object of the

Act has been well explained by the Supreme Coustate of Bihar v. Murad Ali Khan, [20]in the following words —

“The policy and object of Wildlife laws have beetoag history and are the result of increasing aemgss of the
compelling need to restore the seriousness ecabgitbalances introduced by depredations inflictednature by man.
The state to which the ecological imbalances amdctinsequent environmental damage have reachedakening that
unless immediate determined and effective stepe taden, the damage might become irreversible. preegention of
flora and fauna, some species of which are gewixtinct at an alarming rate, has been a great argknt necessity for
the survival of humanity and these laws reflectvgraituation emerging from a long history and thBauis insensitiveness

to the enormity of the risks to mankind that gdwlite deterioration of environment.”
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The Wildlife (Protection)Act, 1972 empowers the Gahtand State Government to declare any area difeild
sanctuary, national park or closed area. Carryungaoy industrial activity within the closed areaprohibited. The Act
also provides for authorities to administer andlamgent the provisions laid down in the Act. It ategulates hunting of
wild animals, protects specified plants, sanctisanetional parks and closed areas, and restrade tand commerce of
wild animals and their article. However, inadequa@s felt in the functioning of the Act as a resfitwhich the Act

underwent several amendments. [21]
Amendments in the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,1982.
« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,1986.
« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,1991.
» Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,1993.
» Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,2002.
» Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,2006.
« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,2010.
« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act,2013.
« Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill,2017.

Major changes were made in the Amendment Act 06198e objective and purpose behind the amendnant h
been well described i/s. Ivory Traders & Manufacturers Association, and othersv. Union of India and others, [22]by
the Delhi High Court —

“Under the scheme of the Act, trade or commerceild animals, animal articles and trophies withimetcountry
is permissible and regulated under Chapter V. Sitheze is hardly any market within the country feitd animals or
articles and derivatives thereof, the stocks acepliifor trade within the country are smuggled outteet the demand in
foreign market. This clandestine trade is abettgdlbgal practices of poaching which have takehneavy toll of our wild

animals and birds”.

The Amendment Act of 1991 also made extensive admnghe title of the Act was changed to Wild Anisal
Birds and Plants (Protection) Act,1972. It brougtajor changes in many sections like Sec 1, 2, 8, 62, 18, 19, 24, 33,
34, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40, 43, 44, 49, 49A, 49B, 489Q, 51, 54, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64 and 66. Alsanges were
introduced in Schedule II, 1l and IV of the Acth& purpose of the 1991 amendment was to familiahizeconcept of
national park and sanctuaries and territorial whatgties inside it, so as to protect and presemertarine or aquatic life of

such water body. It also introduces the conceffiwrmmhing zoo authority to control the zoos. [23]

In 2006 amendment another major change was acquitiirite., National Tiger Conservation Authorityckthe Tiger and
Other Endangered Species Crime Control Bureau. théttobjective of tiger conservation and harmogizire rights of the tribal
people living in and around tiger reserves, thediffél Protection Act,1972 was amended in 2006 tvige the National Tiger
Conservation Authority, which will be responsibe implementation of Project Tiger Plan for prategtendangered tigers and to
harmonize and felicitate the implementation ofTigeer Conservation Plans prepared by the Stater@ments taking into account
the needs and concern of the local people. The Ament Act of 2006 was aimed at putting in placaeghanism which would

balance and manage the livelihood needs of thegeoale with the imperatives of tiger conservatjgd]
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18 Kaustav Dhar

The 2010 Amendment Act made significant changesninancing penalties, ban on trade of peacock fesathe
CITES (Convention on International Trade in EndaadeSpecies of Wild Fauna and Flora) should beemghted fully
by India. [25]

The 2013 Amendment Bill proposed to prohibit the o§ animal traps. It also proposed to make prowisifor

CITES to combat illegal international trade of Wifieland to increase the punishment for such o#en{26]
Identifying the Dearth in the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and Offering Possible Solutions

In view of the extent of wildlife crime in recentmes, depicting national and international ramtfimas and the ever

changing modus opernadi of criminals, the followisguggested:

Degrees of protection are provided to various ahamd plant species listed in Schedule | to VI Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. On perusal of the Schedutesan be seen that the common names of spemeacaompanied
with their respective scientific names or familymes. However, certain discrepancies are observiegeba the common
and scientific names of the listed species. Fuytier scientific names of species are updated égtientific community
of the world from time to time but it does not getlected in the Wildlife (Protection) Act,1972.18e such instances of

discrepancies are listed below in the table withgested amendments:

Table 1
Species Discrepancy Observed Amendments Required
Thus, review of this entry is
Terrapin(Batagur baska) | Terrapins belong to two familie&eomydidaend required to clear out confusion
(Schedule | Emydidae whereas the scientific narBatagur baska | on whether all Terrapins are
Part Il, 1-E) is specifically for Northern River Terrapin. included in the said schedule or
justBatagur baska.
Hill Terrapin Review of this entry is needed
(Melanochelys tricarinata)| The scientific nam@&lelanochelys tricarnatas of regarding what common name
(Schedule | Part I, Tricarnata Hill Turtle or Three Keeled Land Turtle. | should be mentioned if a
1-F) seizure is affected.

Rectification of this entry in
Schedule | Part Il of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
is necessary.

Rectification of this entry is
required to clear out the
Indian Soft-shelled Turtle | The common name of Indian Soft-shelled Turtle is | confusion as to which common

Ganges Soft-shelled Turtle The updated scientific name of Ganges Soft-shelled
(Trionyx gangeticus Turtle which is also known as Indian Soft-shelled
(Schedule 1 Part 11,3) Turtle isNilssonia gangetica

(Lissemys punctata accompanied with scientific narhéssemys punctata | name and scientific name to
punctatg punctata Indian Soft-shelled Turtle has the scientifi¢c write in case a seizure is
(Schedule | Part 11, 8) nameNilssonia gangetica affected. The entry should be as

Indian Flap-shelled turtle
(Lissemys punctata punctata)

The scientific name of Indian Tent Turtle is

Indian Tent Turtle Pangshura tentoriand the listed scientific name of | Thus, once again rectification
(Kachuga tecta tecja Kachuga tecta tects the old scientific name Indian | of this entry in the Schedule is
(Schedule | Part 11, 9) Roofed Turtle, which has been updatedtmgshura | required.

tecta

The common name used for this species is Red
Crowned Roofed Turtle which had the previous
scientific name oKachuga kachugaut has been
updated tdBatagur kachugaSince the more readily
used common name of the species is Red Crowne
Roofed Turtle and not Sail Terrapin.

Review of this entry is needed
to resolve the discrepancy
between the common name and
scientific name at the time
T seizure is affected.

Sail Terrapin Kachuga
kachuga
(Schedule | Part 1, 14-B)

Impact Factor (JCC): 5.8487 NAAS Rating 3.17
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The aforesaid discrepancies may lead to dispagtyvéen the documentation prepared by the enfordemen
agencies, to be submitted before the Ld. Courtthadext of Schedule | to Schedule VI of the Wikll{Protection) Act,

1972. This weakens the status of the case whichleaalyto adjudication due to legal discrepancies.

In certain cases, the common names of the specgeesa@ompanied with the entire family of the spgcie
e.g.ParakeetsPgittacidad. In such cases, it becomes challenging to ingrpmether just the species referred in the
common name is accorded protection in the Schealuldl species of the family or genus mentionedcéntain cases,
various exotic species also fall under the mentidiaenily or genus. Enforcement agencies may getused whether to
apprehend exotic species falling under these diati@es or not. Some such instances are discussedrhthe table with

suggested amendments.

Table 2

Species Discrepancies Observed Amendments Required
Proper mentioning and clarity
in this regard is required
whether the exotic species of
this genus come under the
purview of the Act or not.

The entire genus of pythons is included in the 8ale
Pythons (GenuPRython) It is worth mentioning that various species of pyth
(Schedule | Part Il, 14 A) | are exotic to this country and are often traded antd
within the country for pet purposes.

In this entry, the misperception arises whethey @da

Sea Horse (Al horses are to be considered protected or all spetie | Thus, proper review of this

(Sggﬁgz:g'?n)s Sygnathidiangamily. It further rises the question entry in the Schedule is
Part Il A, 3) whether Pipe Fish which belongs to the same family | necessary.
' comes under the purview of the Act or not.
The discrepancy that arises here is whether oely th Co N
: ; : . | Proper review in this regard is
N particular species mentioned in the common naméoare .
Hawks (Accipitridae) be considered protected or all the other specas th mandatory and it should be.
(Schedule | come under the same family. Further, if the entire clear_ly stqted wh_ether exotic
Part lll 4-A) species will receive protection

Family is to be considered protected, various exoti

species may also come under the scope of this Act. under this Act or not.

Doves including the
Emerald Dove
(Columbidag
(Schedule IV, 19)

Same as above. Same as above.

There is an urgent need of
proper review and
rectification of the entries. It
should be clearly mentioned

Note: - Schedule IV Sr. whether only the particular
No. 11 mentions Birds. All entries within this i.&om | species gets protection of the
1 to 80 suffer the similar kind of discrepancy. Act or all other species

including the exotic species
that falls within the family
comes under the purview of
the Act.

Fresh Water FrogRRana Confusion that arises here is that whether onlglirre | Proper review of this entry is

?ggﬁ)edule IV, 13) water frogs are included in the Act or ofitgnaspecies.| necessary.

Review of this entry is needef
with proper mentioning that
whether the exotic species
will fall under the scope of the
Act or not.

Tortoise [estudinidae,
Tryonychidag
(Schedule IV, 15)

There are several exotic species of tortoises wiaith
under the Familie$estudinidae, Tryonychidae
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Table 2 Contd.,

Sharks

Only seven species of sharks had been includdtkin t
Act, whereas protection is not provided to othercégs
of shark.

Keeping in mind the demand
and trade in shark fins, the
protection should be extende
to other species of sharks as
well.

o

Civets (all species of
Viverridaeexcept Malabar
civet)

Species like Palm Civets are easily found outside
forested habitat not only in towns but in citiesaal,

Such common species should
preferably not be in Schedulg
Il Part Il. Thus, downgrading

(Schedule I which often leads to conflicts and unwanted acdilen | of this species could be
Part I, 1-A) thought of.

Various species belonging to the Order Primate are

included in the Act individually. (The list of primtes There are certain Primates

included in the schedules is enclosedimexure 1). In | which should be included in
Primates light of certain recent discoveries of primate spein | the Schedules mandatorily.

Their names are mentioned in
Annexure |.

India, species not listed individually, a blanket
protection may be provided by enlisting the enbiréer
in any of the Schedules of the Act.

* The Act has no specific provision for speedy tried. we all know “Justice Delayed is Justice Dented.there is
a strong necessity for a provision of speedy s@ithat disputes are disposed of as early as pedgsibbender
quick justice under this special Act.

e The Act has no provision for Special Courts. THeran urgent need for special courts at leastsdticli levels to
facilitate speedy trials of the cases. Like we h@veen Bench there should be Green Courts estatllshdistrict
levels which will solely focus on disputes relatiexgvironmental issues and wildlife issues.

e The jurisdiction of National Green Tribunals mayalbe extended to wildlife cases under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, to cover wildlife offencases along with environmental issues.

e As we have seen there are discrepancies betweesciggtific names and common names of the spebies t
there is a serious requirement for the upgradaifdhe Schedules. There should be a provisionénAtt stating
that all the Schedules should be reviewed at @miat of every 5 years at the very least.

e A provision for mandatory launching of special canvation projects when any species populationttalless
than 20% of its historical range or historical plapion should be included.

* To enhance the protection of forest habitat anddéeendent wildlife, provisions are to be made rifoe
mandatory establishment of forest stations at e¥gntervals within the Protected Areas. Thesedostations are
to host a minimum strength of manpower to be pilesdrby the Act for patrolling and protection pusps. The
lower limit of density of manpower to be statiorsdhese forest stations will depend on the fockstsification

of the habitat which may be as follows:

In addition to this, territorial and urban areas afso to be brought under this purview where Wé@dCrime
Control Cells / Units are to be established atridistevels, by the State Government to attend ildlife offences in the

area.

*« The Act should have provisions to designate a mininstrength of Forest Protection Force for protheteas
based on a vulnerability index. The vulnerabilitgléx is supposed to be a function based on thetfowmver,

wildlife presence, human disturbance and otheofadtke proximity to international border, minietc.

Impact Factor (JCC): 5.8487 NAAS Rating 3.17
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¢ The Act should authorize Forest Officers (Chief 8lffe Wardens and/or Deputy Forest Officers) thevers to
conduct electronic surveillance, and retrieve CDR#Fs, financial transaction statements and othehs
necessary evidences required in investigation tflifé cases.

e There are no provisions of CITES in the Wildlifergiection) Act, 1972. Some vital provisions shotld
included to regulate trade of CITES enlisted speaigthin the country. There should be a provision f
registration of nurseries, farms and individualserehcultivation of plants and breeding of animadset in
CITES can be monitored. There should also be aigoovmentioning that the nurseries, farms andvikdials
should submit a stock report quarterly to Chiefdié Wardens and/or Wildlife Crime Control Bureau.

e There should be a provision that various departmghtuld have officers designated as Nodal Wildlifécers
to deal in matters and coordinate with other agenai relation to wildlife crime. The agencies ® ibvolved
under this provision should include departmentg Igolice, customs, transport, railways, postakliigence
bureaus and other departments.

e The Act has a particular provision which stateg theery wild animal, other than vermin, animal @g;j trophy,
meat, vehicle, vessel, weapon, trap or tool thatlbeen used for the commission of the offence shbelseized
under the provisions of the Act and shall be thepprty of the State and Central Government. Butetl& no
particular confiscation procedure in the Act. Thegedure should be detailed. Such provisions shioelmhserted
mandatorily.

e Various sections of the Wildlife (Protection) Adt972 include the words ‘... or any officer authoriZeg the
State Government’. The Notifications for these atited officers have not yet been published foiotes States.
Efforts may be initiated urgently to get such dffie notified under this Act.

* We know that the two most crucial problems thearais facing at present are the 2Ps, i.e., polusiod poverty.
Majority of the crimes taking place as a resultpofverty. Economically backward people are more ertm
commit wildlife crimes because they can make mdme¥Xilling and selling the products and derivativéswild
animals and plants. On the other hand, we canteeeate of pollution is increasing at an alarmiatgr As a
result of which not only the animal kingdom butaateankind suffers its bitter consequences. Chectkiage two
major issues is an urgent requirement.

e Lack of awareness is another crucial and burninge&aAwareness about wildlife crimes is low in camigon
with awareness about other form of crimes like badynes, property crimes and corporate crimes. Hfen
though society is aware of wildlife crimes, theg &ery reluctant and indifferent towards such cenfewvareness
programs should be conducted in the mode of sste@ivs or plays as a good play stir the heart amdi rof the
viewers and leaves a greater impact on them.

* Attimes, the Judges are not much concerned anceaatmut animals as they are concerned about humbeg
are already piled up with various murder, rapebesi, money laundering, fraud and corruption relatases.
Thus, they often tent to act indifferent towardddiifie crimes and assign less importance to sudesaThus
such cases take a back seat.

e There is a need for specialized wildlife trainimipsols or forest schools for forest guards andeenwho should

undergo a proper and efficient training sessions.
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Table 3

Density of Manpower

clers DS Sl (Individuals per 100 sqg. km.)

All lands with tree canopy density of 70% and

Very Dense Forest 10
above.

Moderately Dense All lands with tree canopy density of 40% and mo &

Forest but less than 70%.

All lands with tree canopy density of 10% and mo €
but not less than 40%.
Degraded forest lands with canopy density less thag
10%.

Open Forest

Scrub

Wildlife Crime Control Cell / unit af]

Non-Forest Lands not included in any of the abdasses. district levels (explained below)

Concluding Remarks

With the passage of time, we can witness that theepted areas are becoming increasingly deferssededevastation due
to increasing pressure from industry. In the preseanario, wildlife has been the focus of intedsbate. All species has
been created by nature thus all species are egdainan has no authority to inflict harm on them abhpaves way to
extinction. India is rich in heritage, not only fnocultural and historical perspective but also pessa treasure of wildlife

and natural habitat. Man should not lose thesetires in the zeal of heading towards industriabreand urbanization.

The government should take active participatioshalk out proper strategies for safeguarding tloairsty. Not
only the government, should the media also cortitmgually. Like other offenses, they should cawerthese issues as
well. Since, wildlife is said to be a vital link the web of the ecosystem, it is our duty to presand protect the wildlife
for the future generations as well. We need to ghaindia is changing and to achieve the positiem,wish to see our

country in, will take a lot of time.

ANNEXURES

Primates that are Included in the Schedules
¢ Sr.No.3-B. Capped langur (Presbyx pileatus) ScletdBhrt 1.
e Sr.No. 6-A. Crab-eating macaque (Macaca irus unt)r8shedule | Part I.
¢ Sr.No.10. Golden langur (Presbytis geei) Sched®lart 1.
e Sr.No.12. Hoolock (Hylobates hoolock) Schedulert Pa
e Sr.No.16-A. Leaf monkey (Presbytis phayrei) Schedwart I.
e Sr.No.19. Lion-tailed macaque (Macaca silenus) 8gleel Part I.
¢ Sr.No.25-A. Nilgiri langur (Presbytis johni) Schéeu Part I.
¢ Sr.No.1l-A. Assamese macaque (Macaca assamensexjBehl Part I1.
¢ Sr.No.3-A. Bonnet macaque (Macaca radiata) SchdtiBRiart 1.

e Sr.No.4-A. Common langur (Presbytis personata) Galeell Part I.
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Sr.No0.16. Pig-tailed macaque (Macaca nemestrinag@de 1l Part I.
Sr.No.17-A. Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta) SchédRbrt 1.

Sr.No.19. Stump-tailed macaque (Macaca speciodadbie | Part Il.

Primates Not Included in the Schedules

Arunachal macaque (Macaca munzala)
White-cheeked macaque (Macaca leucogenys)
Bengal slow loris (Nycticebus bengalensis)

Nicobar lion tailed macaque (Macaca fascicularidroro) which is a subspecies of Crab-eating macagoet
listed in the Schedules.
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